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tracks and reports the three most serious video
errors - video tiling, black and frozen screen -
simultaneously in hundreds of HD and SD programs
in either the MPEG-2 or MPEG-4/H.264 codecs.

Read More...

Trilithic, Wireless Matrix Team for GPS Fleet Management/RF Leakage Detection

Trilithic is partnering with Wireless Matrix

Corp. to offer integrated GPS fleet management
and RF leakage detection products for the cable
industry. The partnership integrates Wireless
Matrix's FleetOutlook vehicle tracking solution with
Trilithic's Seeker series of leakage detection
devices.

Through the partnership, cable ops will be able to
track their mobile assets, coordinate techs and
monitor RF leakage repair status using an

integrated platform of tools. The integration is

already at work for ops such as Time Warner

Cable that are served by Wireless Matrix and Trilithic.

Read More...

NCTA and SCTE Join in Call for Cable Innovation

The National Cable & Telecommunications Association (NCTA) and the Society of Cable
Telecommunications Engineers (SCTE) have issued a joint call for abstract submissions
for both the 2009 NCTA Technical Papers and for SCTE's Conference on Emerging
Technologies®. Highlights of accepted papers will be presented during Cable Connection
Week - Spring, the cable industry's new biannual week of consolidated industry events to
be held April 1-7, 2009, in Washington, DC. A joint technical review board will review
submissions to appear in the 50th Anniversary Edition of The NCTA Technical Papers or
the SCTE Conference on Emerging Technologies® 2009. Abstracts are due December 1,
2008. Visit www.nctatechnicalpapers.com for more details.

BigBand Expands SDV Device Support

BigBand Networks announced its latest
SDV release that expands SDV device
support. "SDV economics and
performance are more important than
ever," Biren Sood, BigBand's VP of
marketing and business development,
says. "In response, this release eases the
underlying communication between
devices and eliminates the need to worry
about support for a specific protocol. The
new features will simplify SDV
infrastructure and help improve the time-
to-market and overall operations of
switched networks."

The enhancement offers dual,

simultaneous client support for both

Comcast and Time Warner Cable SDV

protocols within a single service group,

which is important in achieving a unified

platform for all SDV configurations to simplify the implementation and operation of switched networks.

Read More...

Thomson Zaps Through Channel Changing

Thomson launched a new range of fast channel change solutions with updates in its ViBE encoders.
Thomson's new fast zapping solutions enables viewers to quickly check through live content as channel
change time is reduced by 50%, even for HD video. The new fast channel change solution also can manage
up to 3 HD sets per home.

The advances in Thomson's ViBE encoders allow simultaneous compression and encoding of two streams
of the same channel - a full-resolution and a low-resolution stream. The set-top is able to quickly decode and
display the low-resolution version of the channel and transition to displaying the full resolution version is
seamlessly made, without disrupting viewing. According to Thomson, its advanced video compression
technologies means that the sending of the two simultaneous streams is no more bandwidth intensive than
sending a regular HD or SD stream on its own.

Read More...
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RCN selected the BigBand Broadband Multimedia-Service Router 1200 (BMR)
for its digital TV simulcast deployments in RCN's Boston, Chicago, New York
City, Philadelphia/Eastern Pennsylvania and Washington D.C. metro area
markets. In other rollout news, BigBand announced that it has added
functionality to its SDV solution in preparation for deployments by Korean cable
operators,

Harmonic’s Rhozet universal transcoding technology was picked by Ascent
Media Group (AMG) for its Viia media services platform. AMG's Viia services
platform with Rhozet transcoding technology enables media companies to
digitize content once, then store, manage, re-purpose and distribute it globally in
multiple formats and languages to numerous providers simultaneously.

Integra5 announced that West C icati Group deployed its i5 Converged Services
Platform (i5 CSP) and TV Caller ID application. Westman, a customer-owned cooperative that
operates cable systems in 36 communities, provides service throughout Western Manitoba.

KBRO, a cable operator in Taiwan, is migratin? to HD and MPEG-
4 delivery using a new headend infrastructure from Thomson. The
new system is based around Thomson's headend with VIiBE
Premium encoders and will enable KBRO to deliver multiple HD
channels as well as more than 140 SD services.

Read More...

SCTE Foundation 2008 Giving Campaign

fUELING CABLE'S FuUTUmes

»Playing Field

* Rob Stuehrk has joined Broadband Gear Report as VP/publisher of BGR and its array of ancillary

- Read More...

products and services. Previously, he managed a $15 million dollar multimedia portfolio for Reed
Business Information growing three of the group's telecommunications titles to market leadership
during his tenure. He's also held key publishing roles for Cap Cities, Disney-ABC, Chilton Co. and
Cahners Busi Information.

Trilithic announced that Gary Eldore accepted the position of regional sales
manager for the western U.S. in the Broadband Instruments Division. Eldore
began his career in cable more than 20 years ago working for TCl. He comes to
Trilithic with extensive experience in both field and sales management from his
years at Multilink and AM Communications.

The SCTE Foundation awarded a major grant to Society member Olakunle (Ola)
Ekundare. Ekundare is manager, procurement at Comcast in Philadelphia. He
will apply the major grant toward completing his executive MBA from Drexel
University.

Eldore
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